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©2013 Questions for  POETRY

Remember, you must support your positions

with examples from the text to get a good grade!

1. What event or experience does the poem describe?

2. What feelings or emotions are described ?


3. Whose feelings are being described?

4. How does poem make you feel?


5. Do you feel the same way as the author? Would you feel the same 
way as the main character?

6. What are some of the vivid descriptive words used to describe 
emotions or the images the poet wants you to see or hear?

7. From whose point of view is the poem written? What is the author’s 
point of view? Do you agree?

8. What kind of person do you think the author is? 

9. In what way is the narrator or the main character like you?  

10. How are you different from the main person whose experience is 
described in the poem?

11. Describe a similar experience you have had or that you have heard 
or read about or seen on television.


12. What is the setting of the poem? Where and when does it occur? 

13. What is the theme of the poem?

14. Give some examples of vivid imagery.  What do the images illustrate 
about feelings, character, setting, problem, or resolution?

15. Give examples of some symbols illustrating the theme, a feeling, a 
main character or the setting?

16. For what purpose does the author use similes or metaphors?

17. &18: Teacher or student questions

19.**What don’t you understand in the poem?

20.**What words do you not understand? What information do the sentences before and after give you to help you to guess the meaning of the words you are not sure of?

Note: The poet William Wordsworth writes that
"poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings...that are recollected in tranquility."
